
 Update   from   the   Superintendent  
 

To: Parents   and   Guardians  

From:  Bill   Husfelt,   Superintendent  

Date:  September   13,   2020  

 
We   are   as   excited   as   all   of   you   to   get   back   to   “Friday   Night   Lights”   at   our   stadiums   and   to   see  
our   student   athletes   in   competition   throughout   our   district.   It’s   our   hope   that,   following   careful  
social   distancing   rules,   we   can   support   our   student   athletes   and   our   coaches   in   their   athletic  
endeavors   and   provide   all   of   us   with   some   of   the   “normal”   that   we’ve   been   missing   since   the  
pandemic   closed   our   schools   in   March.  

However,   our   return   to   sports   will   be   careful   and   cautious   because,   as   always,   the   safety   of   our  
students,   staff   and   community   remains   our   number   one   focus.  

To   that   end,   just   as   in   schools,   face   masks   will   be   required   when   social   distancing   is   not  
possible   and   our   stadium   capacity   has   been   reduced   by   50   percent   throughout   the   district.   We  
believe   that   these   measures   will   help   us   keep   everyone   safe   while   allowing   a   return   to  
competitive   athletics.   As   always,   however,   all   of   the   protocols   we’ve   established   thus   far   are  
subject   to   change   as   warranted.  

We’ve   given   a   lot   of   thought   to   ways   that   we   can   ensure   equity   and   access   when   it   comes   to   ticket  
sales   and   accessibility   for   parents   and   the   public.   Effective   immediately,   here   are   the   guidelines   upon  
which   we’ve   settled:  

1. Priority   tickets   will   be   available   for   “pre-sale”   to   the   parents   or   families   of   students   who   will   be  
actively   participating   in   the   event,   including   players,   band   members,   and   cheerleaders.   BDS  
Athletic   Directors   will   work   collaboratively   to   ensure   equal   ticket   access   for   priority   spectators   in  
preparation   for   inter-county   contests.   

2. Athletic   Directors   will   determine   the   number   of   student   tickets   allotted   for   “pre-sale.”   This  
includes   the   “visiting”   teams’   students   during   an   inter-county   competition   so   that   they   can   still  
participate   in   a   socially-distanced   student   section(s).   

3. Football   coaches   and   Athletic   Directors   will   communicate   with   the   visiting   team   regarding   the  
number   of   available   tickets   within   stadium   capacity   limits.   

4. For   game   day   ticket   sales   at   entry   gates,   ticket   boxes   will   be   limited   to   the   number   of   tickets  
remaining   to   reach   stadium   capacity   after   pre-sale.   

5. When   ticket   gate   sales   reach   50   percent,   the   game   is   “sold   out.”   
6. JUNIOR   VARSITY    will   have   normal   ticket   sales   at   the   stadium   gates   before   the   games.   No  

“pre-sale”   tickets   will   be   necessary.   
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Our   return   to   competitive   sports   also   means   that   our   bands   and   cheerleaders   can   have   a  
chance   to   demonstrate   their   skills   and   all   of   the   hard   work   they’ve   put   in   during   the   summer  
months.  

Bands   will   have   designated   seating   inside   the   stadiums   which   will   allow   for   physical   distancing. During  
inter-county   competitions,   both   BDS   bands   will   be   allowed   to   participate   within   stadium   capacity  
limits. Band   Directors   will   identify   a   safe   staging   area   to   prepare   for   halftime   performances   and   develop  
protocols   for   seating   arrival   and   departure.   Only   band   members,   directors,   and   official   chaperones   will  
be   allowed   in   the   band’s   designated   seating   areas.   
 
Cheer   sponsors   and   athletic   directors   will   identify   an   appropriate   in-game   location   that   allows   for   social  
distancing. When   social   distancing   is   not   possible,   cheerleaders   and   coaches   will   wear   masks   or   face  
coverings. Only   cheerleaders,   sponsors,   and   official   chaperones   will   be   allowed   in   spaces   designated  
for   cheerleaders.  
 
At   the   stadium,   we’re   asking   everyone   to   follow   some   simple   safety   protocols   to   ensure   that  
watching   a   game,   or   attending   a   competition,   is   as   safe   as   possible.   We’ve   developed   the  
following   protocols   to   guide   that   process:  

1. Stadium   entry   for   spectators   will   be   one   hour   before   the   game   starting   time.   
2. Signage   will   be   posted   at   stadium   entry   ways   with   health   screening   questions.   
3. Hand   sanitizing   stations   will   be   available   in   multiple   locations.   
4. Spectators   should   wear   face   coverings   when   social   distancing   is   not   possible   (stadium  

entry/exit,   concessions   areas,   restrooms,   common   traffic   areas,   etc.).   Spectators   should   always  
practice   social   distancing   requirements   with   those   outside   of   their   family   parties.   

5. Spectators   will   be   restricted   from   direct   competition   areas   and   from   visiting   with   student-athletes  
and   personnel   prior   to,   during   and   after   an   event.   

 

Most   of   these   protocols   will   also   be   applied   to   our   gymnasiums   and   other   sporting   venues   with  
all   of   them   observing   a   50   percent   capacity   rule,   social   distancing   and   mask   wearing   for  
spectators.   We   are   in   the   process   of   developing   similar   guidelines   for   middle   school   sports  
(which   should   resume   in   October)   and   look   forward   to   welcoming   those   athletes   back   to  
competition   as   well   along   with   our   band   members   and   cheerleaders.  

As   always,   we   are   only   as   safe   as   we   allow   ourselves   to   be.   Social   distancing   and   mask  
wearing   require   each   person   participating   to   take   responsibility   for   his/her   own   safety   and   the  
safety   of   those   around.   If   we   all   honor   these   basic   rules,   and   ensure   we’re   not   attending   an  
event   when   we   have   any   symptoms   of   Covid-19,   I   believe   we   can   ensure   the   safest   possible  
athletic   season   for   all   of   our   hard-working   athletes,   our   band   members,   our   cheerleaders   and  
our   spectators.  

Thank   you,   in   advance,   for   your   continued   support   of   our   district   and   our   children.  

 

 
 

 
1311   Balboa   Avenue   
Panama   City,   Florida   32401  Phone:   850-767-5282  Cell:   850-276-3544  
 


